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“Monday March 11, 2013" on display at
the 2016 International Digital Art
Biennial of Montreal

MONTReAL —

As part of the 2016 International Digital Art Biennial (BIAN) of Montreal, digital artist Manuel Chantre will
unveil Monday March 11, 2013. This series of works will be exhibiting from May 31 to June 19 at the
Bibliotheque de Parc-Extension. Manuel Chantre's work has been featured in internationally renowned
institutions such as the Mapping Festival (CH), the Society for Arts and Technology [SAT] (CA), Mois Multi
(CA), Elektra (CA), Mutek (CA), File (BR) and the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts (TW).

The series Monday March 11, 2013 was created from photo and video data collected from a lost cell phone.
Through sculpture, video and engraving, Chantre takes a critical and poetic look at our confidence in the
personal data stored in our mobile phones. Guided by his studies in anthropology, he is interested in how
cultural norms are constructed; the way communication technology transforms society and individuals.
Through this work, he seeks to present these cultural norms through a new lens, offering new ways to look
at our own culture. The first sculpture in the series is composed of non-functional telephone parts
presented in a geometric configuration of transparent, fluorescent and mirrored plexiglass plates. Three
faces are visible. The memory card is suspended in the centre of the sculpture. The work reproduces infinite
images through its mirror effect, like copied data, hidden and visible from many locations simultaneously. “/
let the data from this phone run aground right before the eyes of the person who is looking at the work,”
explains Chantre who did not contact the owner of the phone. According to the artist, " Digital data exists on
its own. Once captured by phones, it is transmitted to the Web and communication networks. Like a bottle

in the sea, out of view of the sender, it travels long distances before it resurfaces.”

This series began in winter 2015 as part of the program Culture a I'école by the Ministére de la Culture et

des Communications.
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